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Mr. Chairman,
Dr Mazlan Othman, Director of UN Office for Outer Space Affairs,
Mr Valery Timofeev, Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· Good morning – and, on behalf of the Secretary-General and the elected officials, a special welcome to the 30th session of the UN Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities. ITU is delighted to be organizing this meeting for the first time.

· This is an important meeting, and has several key objectives, which we must focus on clearly over the coming days.

· Most importantly, we must finalize the UN Secretary-General’s Report on the coordination of space-related activities within the United Nations system: directions and anticipated results for the period 2010-2011. This will be presented during the General Assembly in September.

· We must also strive to strengthen cooperation between all of the different UN entities in the field of space activities.

· By exchanging our different experiences and sharing information transparently, we will be able to avoid wasteful or unnecessary activities which might be carried out in different UN organizations in parallel, or which might have a degree of overlap.

· ITU is of course itself actively involved in a number of areas relating to outer space, and you will hear later on from both our radiocommunication and development sectors during the open informal session on Space Technology for Emergency Communications.

· This is a subject which unfortunately has been very much in the headlines recently, with the tragic earthquakes in Haiti in January, and in Chile at the end of February, which have caused both loss of life and the destruction of homes and businesses on a massive scale.

· We cannot stop earthquakes happening, but hopefully, with the power of space technology, we can get much better at predicting them and warning people in advance.

· And when earthquakes do occur, we can quickly help to restore vital communications – via the use of satellite phones and mobile phones, for example.

· Many organizations have contributed to the recent aid efforts in Haiti and Chile. ITU has also been active, with the help of partners including Iridium and Qualcomm, and financial support from Canada, for which we are most grateful. We will continue to do all we can in terms of helping with humanitarian assistance and reconstruction efforts – wherever they are needed.

· We have published a ‘Handbook on Emergency Telecommunications’ and a special supplement from our Radiocommunication Sector, ITU-R, on ‘Emergency and Disaster relief operation’. There is also an emergency database maintained by ITU-R.

Ladies and gentlemen,

· ITU contributes to the Inter-Agency Meeting activities in a number of other areas.

· Most importantly, we are the unique global organization for achieving the interference-free operation of satellites – through our ongoing work in space services, and through our regular World Radiocommunication Conferences.

· The next World Radiocommunication Conference is being held at the beginning of 2012, and preparations for WRC-12 are already well underway. 
· Studies are ongoing in ITU-R to prepare for the needs for additional radio-frequency spectrum for safety and emergency communications, as well as for scientific services to better monitor climate change and global warming, and reduce the potential effects of meteorological and natural disasters.
· ITU also promotes the use of space technology to address climate change issues, allocating and protecting spectrum for the interference-free operation of radio systems for environmental monitoring, and assisting our membership and other UN entities in promoting ICT applications for e-environment and sustainable development.

· We cooperate closely with the World Meteorological Organization, WMO, on the use of radio spectrum for meteorology, and specifically weather, water and climate monitoring and prediction.

· Finally, space services – and notably satellite broadband technology – will continue to play an important role in helping ITU achieve its main mission, to Connect the World. 

· I mention broadband specifically, because as we move beyond basic connectivity – there will be five billion mobile cellular subscriptions by the end of this year – our next goal is to ensure that all the world’s people have affordable, equitable access to broadband services.

· Because, in the 21st century, the social and economic development of every country on earth will depend on it. 

· Broadband will completely transform the way essential services are delivered – from e-health to e-education to e-commerce to e-government. And it will help us to meet the Millennium Development Goals in every sector.

· This is why ITU has launched its ‘Build on Broadband’ campaign this year, and we are in the process of establishing a Commission for Broadband Development, which will be co-chaired by the ITU Secretary-General and the Director General of UNESCO. The commission has the support of the UN Secretary-General, and will report to the 2010 MDG Summit in September.

Mr. Chairman,
Dear Delegates,
Dr. Othman,

Thank you – and I wish you a very productive session here at ITU. ITU pledges its continued participation and support in these meetings.







